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"Houses of Glass." <£ 

A BOOK of fiction sketches, by Helen Mackay, 
the scenes laid in Paris, and entitled 
"Houses of Glass," has unusual qualities. 
The sketches are written with lightest possible 
touch. Many of them are quite elusive. The 
meaning vanishes into space and you have to 
pursue and capture it by mental aeroplane. It 
is a fascinating game of hide, seek and find. 
Even in a story like that of Miss Dow, when at 
last you have made up your mind irrevocably 
that she did commit suicide, you still are ready 
to admit that she didn't. 

Mrs. Mackay has an interesting way of 
omitting quotation marks. They are reserved 
for the knocking of the heart and the throbbing 
of the mind. Mere speech is not entitled to 
them. Occasionally their omission is puzzling, 
but only for a moment. On the whole their 
absence is an agreeable innovation, if such. 

Through the courtesy of Duffield & Co., 
publishers, The Lotus is enabled to print one of 
the most delicate of the sketches in "Houses of 
Glass." 
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